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Christmas Newsletter 2018
Dear Parents,



Christmas is fast approaching and there are great preparations taking place in the school. We are delighted with our beautiful new crib. We invite you to come in and see it before the school closes for the Christmas holidays.
Our thanks to the Parents’ Council for purchasing the crib and the colourful Christmas lights. Huge thanks also to Ger our caretaker for doing such a fantastic job in making the crib shelter.

Christmas Mass

Congratulations to our First Class children who participated in the 10 o clock Mass in St. Mary of the Rosary Church on Thursday 13th December. Their singing and readings evoked the true meaning of Christmas.
Thanks to their teachers Mr. O’ Meara, Ms. Harrington, Ms. Gavin and SNA Margaret for all their work. Special thanks to Mrs. Walshe & Ms. Bradshaw for preparing the liturgy and singing. The children’s participation in the celebration of the mass is a great way to connect with the community at this special time of year. 
Nursing Homes
First classes will sing carols for the nursing homes on the following dates:

St. Conlon’s Home – Tuesday 18th December @ 12.00 pm.
Day Care Centre – Wednesday 19th December @ 11.00 am.
Christmas Plays 
A Mid-Wife Crisis was performed by Senior Infants (Mrs. Harte) on Wednesday 12th December.
Toby’s Drum will be performed by Junior Infants (Ms. Moloney) on Wednesday 19th December @ 12.00pm.
Ralph the Reindeer will be performed by Junior Infants (Ms. Madden) on Thursday 20th December @ 12.00pm.
Well done to the children on these excellent performances and thanks to their teacher’s and SNA’s for preparing them.

Other Highlights of the Term
New Wi-Fi System:  A “State of the Art” new wifi system was installed in the school this year. This has enabled us to introduce the Reading Eggs interactive reading programme which is presently being used across all class levels. We are delighted with the interest shown by the children and parents support at home. Each child is making significant progress at his own level.
Science Week        (11th – 18th November)
The children were actively involved in various experiments, all of which can be viewed on the school website.

Green Schools
Tidiest School: The school is very proud to have won tidiest school in Nenagh Municipal District. This is our third award in 3 years. Thanks to Ms. McNulty & Ms. Madden for all their work, also to Ger & Bernie for keeping the school looking so well inside and out.
Clothes Collection: Thanks to the parents for their support in the recent clothes collection.

Active School
We had 2 Active Days this term: (Tuesday 23rd October for Games) & (Friday 13th December for Athletics).
The children enjoyed the various activities organised by Mr. O’ Meara, Ms. Shanahan & Ms. Moloney.
We thank Bertie Sherlock for coaching Senior Infants & First Classes in Hurling this term.

Yoga will start up in February for Senior Infants & First Classes.

Twitter
The school has just opened a twitter account. Find us @stmarysjuniorb2
Parents Council 
The children will take part in a “Colour Day” Fundraiser on Friday 21st December. Every child is encouraged to wear any of his own coloured jumpers to school on the day. Please give him €2 which will be used as a donation to Nenagh Suaimhneas for Cancer Care. We welcome new members to the Parents Council: Vincent White, Lyn Slattery, Eoin Buckley, Emma White and Brendan Galvin.
On behalf of the staff I would like to thank all parents for your support and co-operation during the term. Together we make the difference for your child.

I wish you all a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas.

Yours faithfully

……………………………………………

Principal

Dates to remember:

School Holidays – Closing Friday 21st December @ 12.30pm.
School re-opens – Monday 7th January 2019.
